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A.L.R. Library 


Patent rights, copyrights, trademarks, secret processes, formulas, or the like, as "property" within provisions of law or charter 


forbidding issuance of corporate stock except for money paid or property received, 37 A.L.R.2d 913 


Trial Strategy 
Establishing Shop Rights to Inventive Ideas, 158 Am. Jur. Proof of Facts 3d 439 





Copyright law only protects the original expression of ideas, not the ideas themselves. In other words, there may be a property 


right in a particular combination of ideas or in the form in which ideas are embodied.” 


Information possessed by one person which may be valuable to another is, at times, considered the property of the possessor.” 


Thus, confidential business information may be property.” For example, confidential client information regarding a corporate 
takeover is property in the hands of the law firm, in which a partner uses the information to purchase stock in the target 


corporation.” 
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Among the principal types of such creations are literary productions of various kinds.° Likewise, valuable rights exist in a work 
of art, apart from the right to title and possession, such as the right of reproduction, distribution, and display.’ Collections and 


compilations of pre-existing materials or of data,® trademarks and trade names,” and trade secrets!” are all considered property. 
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1 Am. Jur. 2d, Copyright and Literary Property § 27. 

2 Matarese v. Moore-McCormack Lines, 158 F.2d 631, 170 A.L.R. 440 (C.C.A. 2d Cir. 1946); Schonwald v. 
F. Burkart Mfg. Co., 356 Mo. 435, 202 S.W.2d 7 (1947). 

Stewart v. Fourth Nat. Bank, 141 Kan. 175, 39 P.2d 918 (1935). 

Carpenter v. U.S., 484 U.S. 19, 108 S. Ct. 316, 98 L. Ed. 2d 275 (1987). 

U.S. v. Elliott, 711 F. Supp. 425 (N.D. Ill. 1989). 

Am. Jur. 2d, Copyright and Literary Property § 30. 

O'Keeffe v. Snyder, 83 N.J. 478, 416 A.2d 862 (1980). 

As to such rights in literary and artistic works, generally, see Am. Jur. 2d, Copyright and Literary Property 
§§ 80 to 86. 

Am. Jur. 2d, Copyright and Literary Property § 45. 
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Am. Jur. 2d, Trademarks and Tradenames § 4. 


10 As to the law of trade secrets, see Am. Jur. 2d, Monopolies, Restraints of Trade, and Unfair Trade Practices 
§§ 1071 to 1080. 
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